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The Times Union, an iconic 
property of Hearst, is the area’s 
number one local news source. 

We are part of the fabric of the Capital Region and pride 
ourselves on delivering a world-class, multi-media experience. 
Our unparalleled reach allows us to connect with the residents 
and businesses of our local communities.

Through a full suite of print and digital marketing strategies, 
the Times Union has evolved to continue to reach and engage 
Capital Region residents, keeping them informed and inspired. 
The Times Union is widely respected for its focus on local news 
and watchdog reporting, particularly on state government  
and politics.

In addition to being the leading local news source in the Capital 
Region, the Times Union offers premier full-service marketing 
capabilities through its advertising arm, the Times Union Media 
Group. In part through parent company Hearst's journalistic 
commitment, the Times Union Media Group utilizes its deep 
roots in the community to help brands connect with their 
audiences through cutting-edge, data-driven marketing tactics.

OUR AUDIENCE
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A national company with a local 
focus – Our team of media 

specialists knows our products and our 
market better than anyone else, and are 
prepared to deliver innovative solutions 
for businesses of any size.

We offer marketing without borders. 
Our audience delivery capabilities don’t 
stop at our core market; we can bring 
any message to any customer across the 
country, from DMA to zip-code level.

�Hearst is one of the nation’s largest 
diversified media, information and 
services companies with more than 360 
businesses. Its major interests include 
ownership in cable television networks 
such as A&E, HISTORY, Lifetime and 
ESPN; global ratings agency Fitch Group; 
Hearst Health, a group of medical 
information and services businesses; 31 
television stations such as WCVB-TV in 
Boston and KCRA-TV in Sacramento, 
Calif., which reach a combined 19 
percent of U.S. viewers.

Hearst also includes newspapers such 
as the Houston Chronicle, San Francisco 
Chronicle and Albany Times Union, 
nearly 300 magazines around the world 
including Cosmopolitan, ELLE, Harper’s 
BAZAAR and Car and Driver; digital 
services businesses such as iCrossing and 
KUBRA; and investments in emerging 
digital and video companies such as 
Complex Networks, AwesomenessTV, 
BuzzFeed and Vice.

Why 
Hearst?
We’re part of one of the largest, most diversified 
media companies in the world – Hearst’s major 
interests include magazine, newspaper and business 
publishing, cable networks, television and radio 
broadcasting, Internet businesses, TV production, 
newspaper features distribution, business information 
and real estate.

"A hallmark of this 
company has been 
an ability to embrace 
change, rarely giving 
up on anything we 
are good at."
STEVEN R. SWARTZ
President & CEO, Hearst
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• �Albany is ranked in the top 5 for 
best places to live in the state by 
U.S. News and World Report.

• �Per capita personal income is 
$71,972.

• �500K Albany region adults are in 
white-collar occupations.

• �Ranked as 21st most educated 
city in the U.S. 

Sources: U.S. News & World Report, Center for Economic Growth, 
WalletHub and Nielsen Scarborough.

410K
PRINT AND 

ONLINE WEEKLY 
AUDIENCE

3.8M
MONTHLY 

LOCAL WEBSITE 
VISITORS

An inclusive community of

professionals, innovators and educators

makes the Capital Region and nearby areas

one of the state's foremost

region's to do business.

#1 reach  
across 8 
counties
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410K
resident reach 
weekly across New 
York's Capital Region. 
Source: Research R2 2024 print and online weekly audience (Times Union, eEdition, 
TimesUnion.com, Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, 
Washington counties)

Hudson  
Valley

Albany  
DMA

The Times Union is the 
Capital Region and 
Hudson Valley's leading 
news source.



6Times Union Media Kit  |  2025

Audience
Times Union

PRINT READERS ON SUNDAY

AVERAGE AGE

AVERAGE INCOME NET WORTH

PRINT READERS EACH WEEKDAY

193K
51.4

$107K $640K

220K

COLLEGE EDUCATED

293K

Our readers are engaged, invested in their 
local community and affluent. 44% of Times 
Union readers are peak earners and buyers 
(between the age of 25 and 54).

Source: Scarborough Research, R2 2024 weekly audience (Times Union, eEdition, TimesUnion.com), timesunion.com GA, September 2023
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The Times Union’s premium newspaper, website and digital products meet 
audiences where they are reading, watching and listening. Through a multitude 
of content channels built on best-in-class, service-related journalism, your 
organization’s message will contribute valuable content to the people, 
businesses and communities in the Capital Region.

Media Portfolio
Combined

Newspaper
Print, App, E-edition 

Digital 
timesunion.com 

Full-Service Multi-Media Advertising Team

Multi Media 
Conference Center

Digital 
Marketing Portfolio 

Custom  
Content Solution

The Eagle 
Podcast
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Timesunion.com | Tuesday, August 23, 2022 | ALBANY, NEW YORK | $2.00 | $3.00 IN OUTLYING AREAS

F O R T H E
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HIGH:80°

LOW:66°
Humid with showers,
t-storms. Details/A2

WEATHER

TIMES UNION DIGITAL EXCLUSIVES
Were you SEEN at The Prescott
Foundation’s annual Wings & Wheels
showcase? timesunion.com/seen

REGION
Spa City meets
Sin City in event
on mob links./B1

SPORTS
Shen looks to
capture football
title./A6

TROY — Students at Hudson
Valley Community College will
now have to get vaccinated
against COVID-19, after the
State University of New York
gave the college until Monday to
comply with its system-wide
mandate.

This summer, the college
changed its policy and became
the only SUNY school that rec-
ommended, but did not require,
students be vaccinated against
coronavirus. SUNY officials said
they began conversations with

the college July 21 about its
stance. The state university
system issued a deadline of
Monday for HVCC to mandate
vaccination following a Times
Union story last week that quot-
ed a lengthy statement from
HVCC that alleged the vaccine
“does not prevent infection”
and was “an undue burden on
(students’) ability to advance
their education and pursue
careers.”

The HVCC website on Mon-
day noted the school’s latest
decision with this statement:

New learning curvewithCOVID
SUNY directs HVCC to comply with
its vaccination mandate for students

Paul Buckowski / Times Union archive

The State University of New York gave Hudson Valley
Community College in Troy until Monday to comply with
its system-wide mandate that students get vaccinated
against COVID-19.

ALBANY — Students will no longer need to
“test-to-stay” in the classroom when there’s a
COVID-19 exposure as state officials seek to
keep schools fully open amid declining con-
cerns about community spread of the virus.

Gov. Kathy Hochul on Monday said the
state will follow the updated Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention COVID
guidelines for schools that are resuming
classes.

“We now have two years of experience to
know children are safe in classrooms,” Ho-
chul said during a news conference in New

Hochul embraces
easing school rules

WEATHER

Will Waldron / Times Union

Moving in all directions
Kayakers regroup under the South Street bridge after clearing Lock E-2 on Monday in Waterford. Any kayakers out on the water on Tuesday
in the Capital Region will have to dodge the occasional shower and thunderstorm.

ALBANY — Assemblyman
John McDonald and several
other elected officials are calling
on Gov. Kathy Hochul to sign
three bills that would help local
governments deal with proper-
ties that were abandoned or not
following building codes.

All three pieces of legislation
have passed the state Assembly
and Senate. They would specifi-
cally help the city of Albany
enforce its rental occupancy
permit law, allow local govern-
ments to take stronger steps
when residential properties
deteriorate and give them great-
er authority to seize abandoned
commercial or industrial prop-
erties.

“This package of bills that will
go to Governor Hochul over the
next month or so provides pro-
tections for tenants, provides

Wanted:
Tools to
battle
blight
Governor urged to sign
bills to help cities with
abandoned properties
By Steve Hughes

Please seeBILLSA4▶

Michael Eidens, carried out the role as
public safety commissioner as full-time
jobs overseeing police and firefighters.
Eidens’ duties were reduced to part time
as he neared the end of his tenure.

Devine’s role has remained part time,
with the retired state judge primarily
kept in place for one job — presiding
over disciplinary matters for police offi-
cers and firefighters. The city won a
hard-fought legal battle to wrest control
of police disciplinary hearings from a
system that used arbitrators who fre-
quently ruled in favor of police officers.
Now, the public safety commissioner is
empowered to preside over disciplinary
hearings. But the system reverts if the
commissioner’s role is eliminated.

Mayor Gary McCarthy said keeping a
public safety commissioner on staff is

SCHENECTADY — Public Safety
Commissioner Eugene “Gus” Devine
would probably be unrecognizable to
most residents — but city officials say
it’s not necessarily a bad thing he is
not always in the public eye.

Devine’s role as the overseer of the
police and fire department is remark-
ably different from the part former
State Police Superintendent Wayne
Bennett played when he was hired by
the city after his 2007 retirement
from the state agency.

Bennett was brought in to reform a
police department that was plagued
by legal issues and arrests of police
officers. Bennett and his successor,
former Schenectady County Judge

worth it — even if the role’s tasks are
limited.

“I’ve got a good command structure.
Do I pay $160,000 when I can have the
discipline function, which is most of the
job duties that I’ve assigned to him even
though Devine has a broader skill set,
public defender, Appellate Division, he

Experienceonbench guides
ex-judge’s public safety role

Will Waldron / Times Union

Schenectady Public Safety Commissioner
Eugene Devine’s role as overseer of the
police and fire departments is different from
the role of predecessor Wayne Bennett.

Please seeDUTIES A4▶

By Paul Nelson

UPCOMING

Food
Steve Barnes serves up bite-
sized news./THURSDAY

Tuesday is Primary Day across New
York for state Senate and congressional
races. Assembly and statewide candi-
dates were selected in June; the split
dates were necessitated by a legal chal-
lenge to the initial state redistricting
plan.

Visit the Times Union’s August 2022
Voter Guide for background on key races
across the Capital Region and Hudson
Valley, and visit timesunion.com on
Tuesday evening as results roll in.

Polling places are open for registered
party members from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

After redistricting, not sure which

It’s PrimaryDay
again:Voting in
congressional,
state Senate races
By Raga Justin

Please see VOTEA4▶

By Kathleen Moore
By Joshua Solomon

Please seeHOCHULA3▶ Please seeHVCCA5▶
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Day is Monday,  
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Cozy up 
together

with someone 
sweet.

SAVE $3 on your order 
code: ABNY6928 expires: 4/9/22

Call today for curbside pick-up  
and delivery options!

Blooming Hearts 
with Dipped Berries 

and a  
Bouquet of Flowers
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Capital Region.

ANNUAL MAGAZINES

QUARTERLY MAGAZINES

VOW 
Magazine

-  S I N C E  1 9 3 1  -

More than a pharmacy. We’re family.

217 Remsen Street • Downtown Cohoes • (518) 237-2110
www.marraspharmacy.com • email us at: rx@marrarx.com

Facebook.com/MarrasPharmacyCohoes • Twitter.com/MarrasPharmacy

Family Owned & Operated for Over 90 Years!

Free 

Delivery

CAPITAL REGION
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INDEX
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HIGH:82°

LOW:58°
After another foggy start,
a bright day. Details/A2

WEATHER

TIMES UNION DIGITAL EXCLUSIVES
On The Eagle podcast: The latest on the discovery of
Meghan Marohn’s remains, and we’ll talk about ways to
save when watching the NFL. timesunion.com/podcasts

REGION
Troy’s “best kept
secret”: A women’s club
spanning a century./C1

UPCOMING

Shopportunist
Money-saving tips from our
columnist./SUNDAY

LONDON — Queen Elizabeth
II, Britain’s longest-serving mon-
arch, whose broadly popular
seven-decade reign survived
tectonic shifts in her country’s
post-imperial society and weath-
ered successive
challenges posed
by the romantic
choices, missteps
and imbroglios of
her descendants,
died Thursday at
Balmoral Castle in
Scotland, her sum-
mer retreat. She
was 96.

The royal family announced
her death online, saying she had
“died peacefully.” The announce-
ment did not specify a cause.

Her death elevated her eldest
son, Charles, to the throne, as
King Charles III. In a statement,
he said:

“The death of my beloved
Mother, Her Majesty the Queen,
is a moment of the
greatest sadness
for me and all
members of my
family.

“We mourn
profoundly the
passing of a cher-
ished Sovereign
and a much-loved
Mother. I know her loss will be
deeply felt throughout the coun-
try, the Realms and the Com-
monwealth, and by countless
people around the world.”

Earlier Thursday, Buckingham
Palace said that the queen had
been placed under medical su-
pervision and that her doctors
were “concerned” about her
health. She had remained at

Eddie Mulholland / Getty Images

The longest-reigning monarch that Britain has ever known, Queen Elizabeth II died Thursday at 96 at Balmoral
Castle, her beloved summer home in Scotland, after having steadied and modernized the royal institution through
seven decades of huge social change. Her death elevated her eldest son, Charles, to the throne, as King Charles III.

Reign overlapped
tenures of 15 British
prime ministers,
14 U.S. presidents
By Alan Cowell
The New York Times

CHARLES

TRUSS

Please seeQUEENA4▶

Apri l 21 , 192 6 - September 8 , 2 0 22

WasBritain’s rock of stability in turbulent era
QueenElizabeth dies

LONDON — Condolences
poured in from around the
world Thursday after the death
of Queen Elizabeth II, whose
rule saw Britain through de-
cades of change.

Elizabeth had been on the
throne since 1952, when the
nation was still rebuilding from
the destruction of World War II,
and became a global icon of
calmness and fortitude through

years of political upheaval and
social changes at home and
abroad.

“She lived history, she made
history. And with her passing,
she leaves a magnificent, in-
spirational legacy,” Israeli Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog said.

In India, once a British colo-
ny, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called her “a stalwart of
our times.”

“She personified dignity and

Amonarch remembered: ‘She lived history, shemade history’
Associated Press

Leon Neal / Getty Images

A crowd gathers
outside London’s
Buckingham
Palace Thursday to
pay respect to
Queen Elizabeth II.
She married Prince
Philip in 1947 and
acceded the throne
on Feb. 6, 1952
after the death of
her father, King
George VI.

Please seeMOURNINGA4▶

ALBANY — Masood Haque
is still looking for Shahed
Hussain.

But Haque said all he has
found has been abject pain
and suffering.

Hussain is the infamous
FBI informant who has been
in the headlines as the owner
of the tragic illegal stretch
limousine that crashed al-
most four years ago in the
Schoharie County country-
side, killing 20 people.

Haque, a downstate doctor
who is also a documentary
filmmaker, has been pursuing
Hussain for much longer
than that — dating back to
when Hussain was the star
government witness in the
2006 terrorism trial of two
members of an Albany
mosque, Yassin Aref and

Mohammed
Hossain.

Next Wed-
nesday, Haque
will be at Proc-
tors in Sche-
nectady
screening his
newly complet-
ed documenta-

ry on the case called “Wit-
ness” that delves into the
shadowy world of FBI in-
formants used in the govern-
ment’s war on terror follow-
ing the 9/11 attacks. Haque
has been working on the
project since the two men
were sentenced to 15 years in
federal prison.

Haque, a Pakistani Amer-
ican, started the project more
than a decade ago — but
insisted that he wait to finish
until after Aref and Hossain
were released from prison so
that they could tell their
stories first-hand.

Both men have maintained
their innocence since their
2004 arrest on terrorism and
money-laundering charges.
They claim they were falsely
framed by Hussain, who was
pretending to be a wealthy
Pakistani businessman fun-
neling arms to a terrorist
group.

Although federal prosecu-
tors alleged at trial that Hos-
sain and Aref participated in
a laundering scheme staged
by the FBI involving the
shipment of arms to terror-
ists, the two men said they
were entrapped and unaware

Lori Van Buren / Times Union archive

Mohammed Hossain speaks
from his front porch in Albany
after his release from prison on
June 16, 2020.

Achance
to share
their
stories
Filmmaker reveals
pain, suffering of
Albany “terror” case
By Larry Rulison

Please seeHUSSAIN A3▶

AREF

BETHLEHEM — John Tobison was sitting in
his Delmar backyard enjoying his morning coffee
and reading his iPad last Sunday when he spied a
skunk in the corner of his eye.

Worried about getting sprayed, he froze, hoping
the critter would wander off.

Instead, the skunk ran directly toward him and
started biting his ankle.

“He was on me before I could react,” Tobison

said. “He jumped right at me and started gnawing
on my ankle.”

“I had to kick him off. I thought for sure I was
going to get sprayed. He didn’t spray me,” said
Tobison.

The next thing he knew, his wife had called
animal control and an ambulance.

Tobin spent the rest of the day at Albany Medi-
cal Center Hospital getting the first in a series of
rabies shots.

Rabid ankle biter? Skunk attacksDelmarman

Courtesy of John Tobison

John Tobison was in his usual spot
in the yard when he was attacked
by a skunk believed to be rabid.

By Rick Karlin

Please seeSKUNKA4▶
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NEW YORK — Former
Trump administration
strategist Steve Bannon is
expected to surrender
Thursday on criminal
charges brought by the
Manhattan district at-
torney’s office.

The allegations in the
sealed indictment are
expected to mirror a fed-
eral fraud case that ended
when then-President
Donald Trump pardoned
Bannon, a longtime ally,
just before leaving the
White House. The last-
minute presidential par-
don did not spare Bannon
from possible state prose-
cution.

A source with knowl-
edge of the case confirmed
Bannon will surrender.

“They are coming after
all of us, not only Presi-
dent Trump and myself,”
Bannon said in a state-
ment denouncing the
charges as politically mo-
tivated. “I am never going
to stop fighting. In fact, I
have not yet begun to
fight. They will have to kill
me first.”

Bannon then went on to
blast Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg,
dismissing the “phony”
allegations made two
months before the nation-
al midterm elections.

“This is nothing more
than a partisan political
weaponization of the
criminal justice system,”
he said.

Bannon, 68, was ac-
cused in an August 2020
federal indictment of
skimming $1 million from
a $25 million fundraising
effort dubbed “We Build
the Wall,” intended to
finance a barricade on the

U.S.-Mexico border.
He was charged along-

side longtime associate
Andrew Badolato, Air
Force veteran and triple
amputee Brian Kolfage
and Colorado business-
man Timothy Shea.

The feds said the men
spent money they stole
from supporters of
Trump’s signature im-
migration policy on cos-
metic surgery, golf carts
and credit card debt.

Badolato and Kolfage
pleaded guilty in April.
Their sentencings are set
for December. The case
against Shea ended in a
mistrial in June after a
holdout juror alleged a
government “witch hunt”
and dismissed his fellow
jurors as biased liberals.

Shea, whose energy
drink company claims to
sell “Ultra Hydrating
Liberal Tears Made in
America,” is set for retrial
next month.

Bannon was arrested on
the federal charges aboard
an exiled Chinese billion-
aire’s 150-foot yacht,
which was docked off the
coast of Connecticut. But
less than six months later,
Trump pardoned him as

part of an 11th-hour clem-
ency blitz before leaving
office.

Thursday’s impending
surrender on state charges
was initially reported by
The Washington Post. A
spokeswoman for the DA’s
office declined to confirm
or comment on the report.

Attorneys for Bannon
declined to comment
Wednesday. It was not
clear who will represent
him in the Manhattan
case.

Bannon later reiterated
his belief that the charges
were part of an ongoing
attack sparked by the
popularity of his radio
show among the “MAGA
grass-roots movement.”

“The (Manhattan U.S.
Attorney) did the exact
same thing in 2020 to take
me out of the election,” he
declared. “It didn’t work
then, it certainly won’t
work now.”

Less than two months
ago, Bannon was convict-
ed of contempt of Con-
gress for not cooperating
with the special House
committee investigating
the Jan. 6 insurrection.
His sentencing was ex-
pected next month.

SteveBannon indicted,
expected to surrender
By Rocco Parascandola,
Molly Crane-Newman
and Larry McShane
New York Daily News

J. Scott Applewhite / Associated Press

Steve Bannon is expected to surrender to state prosecutors
on Thursday to face a new criminal indictment, people
familiar with the matter said, weeks after he was convicted of
contempt of Congress.

Features
Weekly

Preview - Publishes Thursday

Preview features arts and entertainment 
news for Albany, NY and the Capital 
Region, as well as the latest movie, fashion 
and celebrity news.

TIMES UNION | ALBANY, NEW YORK

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022 | D5FOOD BITE-SIZED
Bakery staple at
farmers markets to
open brick-and-
mortar spot./D6

A mong the opening words of“Please Wait to Be Tasted: The Lil’Deb’s Oasis Cookbook” are these:“Welcome to our kitchen: It’s hotand steamy here.”If the book’s title, playful typography,riot of color and sexually tinged chaptertitles — “Lubrication,” “Foreplay,” “Arous-

al,” etc. — don’t make it clear, in the Lil’Deb’s world, whether at the Hudson res-taurant or following one of its recipes inyour kitchen, the acts of making and eat-ing food are both sensuous and sensual.Years ago, during an on-air argument witha radio DJ about what he considered the“inappropriateness” of one of m

Playful, sexy, vibrant:Lil’ Deb’s recipes, book
STEVE
BARNES
TABLE
HOPPING

PREVIEW
TIMES UNION | Timesunion.com | Thursday, August 25, 2022

SECTION

D
INSIDE

R esearch shows that we make
judgments about people before
they even open their mouths.
Within seconds of meeting

someone face to face, we’ve decided
whether they’re trustworthy, smart,
successful or good leadership material,
among other qualities. But once we
learn that person’s story, does it change
how we feel about them?

In the exhibition “Where Words

Falter: Art & Empathy,” on view at the
Tang Teaching Museum at Skidmore
College through the end of the year,

associate curator Rebecca McNamara
has created a sort of laboratory for the
investigation of these first impressions.
One of the most striking aspects of the
show is a wall of more than 50 pho-
tographs of faces — some famous, most
unknown, captured in documentary
images, portraits and found family
photos.

Simply noticing our instantaneous
reactions to each of these faces is, in
itself, a rich invitation for self-exam-
ination, and an artful interpretation of
the show’s theme of empathy. But Mc-
Namara has taken the experiment a
step further by producing an accompa-
nying booklet for the exhibition that
gives us more information about the

AtTang: Power of
first impressions
Inherent biases, empathy
are themes of the exhibit
“WhereWords Falter”
By Tresca Weinstein

VISUAL ARTS

Rebecca McNamara

John Sonsini,
“Louie and
Fidel,” 2004,
oil on canvas,
72 by 60
inches, Tang
Teaching
Museum
collection,
gift of Philip
Bruder.

Please see TANGD4▶

If you go

“Where Words Falter: Art &
Empathy"
AWhen: Noon–9 p.m. Thursday; noon–5
p.m. Friday–Sunday

AWhere: The Tang, 815 N. Broadway,
Saratoga Springs

A Admission: Free; suggested dona-
tion, $5; children over 12, $3; seniors, $2

A Info: 580-8080 or tang.skidmore.edu

Yes, if we think about seeing as
something that involves more than just
our eyes, and if we think about dance as
something bigger than simply moving
from one shape to another.

“We are taught that seeing is truth —
if we see it, then it’s true,” said Kayla
Hamilton, a visually impaired choreog-
rapher who identifies as disabled. “I’m
questioning, is that true? What are
other ways of seeing in the world? How
can access be artistry?”

If a tree falls in a forest and no one is
there to hear it, did it make a sound? If
a dance happens in the dark and all the
audience experiences is someone de-
scribing it, did they “see” it?

Not all of Hamilton’s work takes
place in the dark, but the use of audio
description and American Sign Lan-
guage are integral to her process and
product. That’s evident in her new
piece, “Nearly Sighted/unearthing the
dark,” which the Bronx-based artist
brings to Jacob’s Pillow on Friday for
one performance.

Developed in part during her resi-
dency at the Pillow this past January,

PERFORMANCE

Kayla Hamilton taps into
different vision based on
her challenges with sight
By Tresca Weinstein

Newway of ‘seeing’ dance at Pillow

Please seePILLOWD4▶

Festival
The Albany Latinfest celebrates Hispanic

cultural heritage. The free, all-day Saturday
festival is family-oriented, with musical
performances highlighting Hispanic musical
genres (including Niskayuna native Mirage);
a wide array of food, arts and crafts vendors;
children's amusements; and community,
government and business information
booths.

Washington Park, Albany. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday. Free. 518-364-5736 or albanylatin-
fest.org

Reading
Make a late-summer trip to the Berk-

shires on Saturday to hear Oscar winner
and Emmy nominee Christine Lahti give a
world-premiere reading of “Beacon,” a nar-
rative based on her book of personal essays,
“True Stories from an Unreliable Eyewit-
ness: A Feminist Coming of Age.”

The Unicorn Theatre, 6 East St., Stock-
bridge, Mass. 7 p.m. Saturday. $25-$80.
413-997-4444 or berkshiretheatregroup.org.

Film

When is a film more
than a film? When it
becomes three-dimen-
sional. Try this inter-
active viewing of “The
Last of the Mohicans,”
the 1992 film starring
Daniel Day-Lewis and
Madeleine Stowe and
based on the novel by
James Fenimore Coo-
per. While you watch
the movie
under the stars
Friday night,
the action will come to life around you –
attacks on the English troops, musket fire
and the roar of the cannon will put you in
the heart of the action.

Fort William Henry Museum, 48 Canada
St., Lake George. 7 p.m. Friday. $8-$17.

Comedy

Bored Teachers Summer Comedy Tour:
“We Made It to Summer Break!” ends the
actual summer on a hilarious note as this
first-ever comedy tour with all your favorite
teacher-comedians from the “Bored Teach-
ers” videos arrives in Albany on Friday.
Apple for teacher, anyone?

The Egg, Empire State Plaza, Albany. 7
p.m. Friday. $47-$49. 518-473-1845 or theeg-
g.org.

THE

SHORT
LIST

Michael P. Farrell / Times Union archive

20th Century Fox Home
Entertainment

Unwind - Publishes Sunday

Lifestyle, travel, health, dining, 
dating, fashion, home decor and 
parenting news for Albany, NY 
and the Capital Region.

Spaces - Publishes Sunday

Spaces reaches Capital Region 
residents interested in real 
estate and homes. Stories range 
from updates to existing homes 
to contractor profiles to real 
estate trends.

Empire State - Publishes 
Monday-Saturday

Keep up with politics and 
government news from all 
over the Empire State.
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Adele, a physician, have been
attending the ballet pretty
much since it started coming to
Saratoga more than 50 years
ago. “I didn’t think I liked the
ballet until one night I was
seated in the second row and
realized it’s porn,” he told me.
“But they didn’t have any of
that tonight,” he added. His
wife quickly volunteered that
their favorite ballet was Rob-
bins’ “Afternoon of a Faun,”
which made me try to remem-
ber what the costumes were
like in that one.

July 21
At the end of Act I of “The

Sound of Music” at Glimmer-
glass, I noted once again the
uproarious amount of cheering
coming from the balcony. You
can hear a reprise of this chorus

at most every performance
because it’s coming from the
company’s young artists and
apprentices who are rooting for
their hard-working peers and
friends onstage.

It’s easy to spot these folks
prior to performances because
they’re the ones with odd hair-
dos and eye-catching outfits. In
my first few years of attending
Glimmerglass, I wondered
where these fashionable crea-
tures had come from, since I
wasn’t accustomed to seeing
such fresh styles elsewhere in
the upstate regions. To my eye,
the attire has gotten more edgy
in recent years, but I’m confi-
dent that has nothing to do
with my getting any older.

July 28
They say that a great way to

learn more about your area is to
host a visitor. I found that to be
true when I hosted my longtime
friend and colleague Gail Wein

for a short stay. Currently an
independent classical music
publicist in New York, Gail was
employed for many years with

NPR in Washington, where she
made decisions about what live
concert recordings would air on
the national show “Perfor-

mance Today.”
After picking her up at the

train station in Rensselaer, we
Please seeSUMMER9 ▶

SUMMER
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Provided / Photo by Erin Baiano

Another standout in this summer’s arts scene: “Summerspace,” here with Meaghan Dutton O'Hara, Sara Adams,
Adrian Danchig-Waring, Emilie Gerrity and Ashley Laracey, as part of New York City Ballet’s showcase at SPAC.

ARTS

S inger Samara Joy is fast becom-
ing a star jazz vocalist. She owns
a rich, soulful voice that contains
hints of Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah

Vaughan. She swings like mad and her
ballad style is clear, emotional and ex-
pressive.

As accolades pile up, she toured Eu-
rope and her U.S. live dates from Sept. 1
into early 2023 include more than 40
gigs in cities like Philadelphia, New York
City, Chicago, Cincinnati, St. Louis and
places in between. She brings her band
to the Albany Riverfront Jazz Festival
on Saturday at Jennings Landing.

She’ll also play the Jazz at the Lake
festival in Lake George a week later on
Sept. 17 and comes back to the area for a
show at Universal Preservation Hall in
Saratoga Springs on Sept. 23.

“This is only the beginning,” said the
singer, all of 22. “There is much, much
more to come.”

Winner of the prestigious Sarah
Vaughan International Jazz Vocal Com-
petition in 2019, she followed that up
with her inaugural recording, “Samara
Joy,” (Whirlwind Recordings), which
was aided by a GoFundMe campaign. It
was recorded in 2020. No need for such
funding now with her meteoric rise. Her
second CD, “Linger Awhile,” comes out
Friday, Sept. 16, on the prestigious jazz
label Verve.

“I am deeply honored to be a part of a
roster that has included so many of my
greatest vocal inspirations: Sarah
(Vaughan), Billie (Holiday), Ella (Fitz-
gerald), and Betty (Carter) to name a
few,” said Joy. “Being a part of this lin-
eage is humbling, and I will continue to

use all of the inspiration gleaned from
them to pursue my own unique journey
as a singer and an artist.”

It is a collection of classic jazz stan-
dards, including “Misty,” “Round Mid-
night,” “Guess Who I Saw Today” and
“Someone to Watch Over Me.” They are
imbued with a jazz phrasing uncommon
among such a young singer, with horn-
like lines and a confident delivery.

In Albany, she’ll perform selections
from both albums.

Joy, a Bronx native, comes from a
talented musical family. Her parents are
from Philadelphia. Her grandmother
played organ and sang and her grandfa-
ther sings as well. They both were
founders of a choir in Philadelphia
called the Savettes. Her father is a bass-
ist and sings, her aunts sing and play
piano. “Everybody sings,” she said. She is
humble about her accomplishments and
admits that as a young girl, "I was actu-
ally a quiet kid.”

Growing up she didn’t know much

about jazz. Her first exposure was while
attending Fordham High School for the
Arts, where she performed with the jazz
band and won best vocalist at the Es-

sential Ellington competition put on by
Jazz at Lincoln Center's Jazz Academy, a
program for high school bands.

"We would perform whenever there

was a big production at school. There
was vocal, there was acting, there was
dance. So the instrumental section, I
would kind of sit in with the band. I was
just singing with the jazz band, very
casually, occasionally."

In 2021, she graduated from SUNY
Purchase with a degree in jazz studies. "I
didn't really start performing until col-
lege," she said. “When I came in, even
for my audition, I didn't know what a
chart was, a lead sheet or anything like
that. I just came in. I knew this one
Duke Ellington thing, ‘I Let a Song Go
Out of My Heart.’ So I did that." The
response was good and she was accept-
ed.

When she started getting into jazz,
she was excited by the breadth of the
music and the possibilities it presents.

“I love the history. I love the fact that
Sarah Vaughan exists,” she said. “There's
always something new to learn, always
some record that you've never heard.
And you always know when you see
names, when you see Philly Joe Jones
on a record, you see Bud Powell, you
know it's gonna be excellent. I love lis-
tening to the music. I love singing the
songs and trying out different things and
hearing something and being like, 'Oh,
let me try that out.' Trying a different
arrangement. I love everything about it.”

The art form has given her exposure
on television and events like the New-
port and Monterey jazz festivals.

“I think maybe people connect with
the fact that I'm not faking it, that I
already feel embedded in it,” Joy said.
“Here we are, two years after recording
my first record. The catalyst for so many
wonderful opportunities and open doors
since its release. And, now, I present a
body of work that hopefully captures all
that I’ve learned walking through those
open doors.”

Jazz comes naturally to Joy
22-year-old Bronx native, compared to Fitzgerald and Vaughan, coming to Albany
By R J DeLuke

Photos by Meredith Truax

Samara Joy, who will sing at the Albany Jazz Festival, has a new album dropping on Sept. 16.

VOCALS

If you go

Albany Riverfront Jazz Festival
AWhere: Jennings Landing, Albany
AWhen: Noon-8 p.m., Saturday, followed by
fireworks

A Information: Free
A Performers: Teresa Broadwell Quintet,
Charged Particles trio, Black Tie Brass, Samara
Joy, The Soul Rebels

Samara Joy will perform locally Saturday.

“This is only the beginning.
There is much, much more to
come.”

— Samara Joy
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BOOKS
A life in full

Former state comptroller
McCall reflects on public,
private careers./3

ARTS
A fete to remember
Recent birthday celebration at
Tanglewood for composer John
Williams was star-studded affair./5

TRAVEL
Two cities, one
weekend
Making your way to
theWindy City?
Extend your stay to
Milwaukee while
you’re at it./9

ARTS
Arts and
humanity
Courtney EG
banks on
creative
ventures to
help others./4

Once Upon A Table
really does feel like
the start of a story.
Except it’s a story

that’s been going for 23 years.
It might have ended when the
Stockbridge, Mass., restaurant
closed in No-
vember 2021
after the origi-
nal owners,
Alan and The-
resa O’Brient,
retired and
their chef quit
before Avie
Maloney, a
longtime serv-
er at the res-
taurant, could
properly take
the reins. But,
though the
chef’s depar-
ture was un-
expected, Ma-
loney closed
the doors, took
time to reno-
vate and re-
group, connected with Al-
exandra Chisholm, an experi-
enced local chef with the same
farm-to-table vision as her
own, and got ready to write
the sequel.

Lest we romanticize the
tale too much, Maloney
speaks in pragmatic tones.
She had worked at The Red
Lion Inn, Castle Street Cafe,
Blantyre and Kripalu Center
for EcoTechnology, and later

as an administrator at the
Montessori School of the
Berkshires in Lenox while
waitressing at Once Upon A
Table. When the owners pre-
sented the opportunity to take
it over, allowing her to pay off
the purchase over time, she
stepped in. But it was not

until the sud-
den closure
and outpouring
of support that
she understood
how well-loved
the restaurant
was. “I never
planned to own
a restaurant,”
Maloney said.
“It wasn’t on
my vision
board. But I
want to take
care of it and
give it life, to
make Alan
proud.”

Set in The
Mews, a slip of
a lane by the
side of The Red

Lion Inn, the storybook set-
ting is one of small dimen-
sions, outdoor tables separat-
ed by planters overflowing
with herbs that you might
snap off and nibble like "Alice
in Wonderland" contraband.
Inside, the space has 30 seats
at tables set with mismatched
vintage plates and a collection
of teapots. Chisholm, whose
experience spans restaurants

Asequel in Stockbridge
By Susie Davidson Powell

RESTAURANT REVIEW

Closed after more than two decades,
Once Upon a Table gets second chance

with determined, longtime server

Photos by Susie Davidson Powell
/ For the Times Union

Above, Once Upon a Table in
Stockbridge, Mass., is tucked
in an alley called The Mews. At
right, Charred carrots, grilled
scallions and a fried egg sit
atop lentils.

Please seeSEQUEL 4 ▶

Restaurant Review

Once Upon A Table
A Address: 36 Main St.,
Stockbridge, Mass.

A Hours: 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday to Monday, closed
Tuesday and Wednesday.
Reservations
recommended.

A Price: Food, $5 to $36;
wines by the glass, $10 to
$14; by the bottle, $26 to
$75

A Etc.: Outdoor seating
available. Street parking.
Wheelchair accessible, but
the restroom is upstairs.

WORKPART-TIME EARN 30K/YR
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EMPIRE STATE
KEEP UP WITH POLITICS and government news from all over
the Empire State by getting the Capitol Confidential A.M. Round-
up newsletter delivered to your inbox each morning before 8 a.m.
Easy sign-up atwww.timesunion.com/newsletters

New Yorkers support student
loan forgiveness, although only
about 17 percent of state residents
still owe money on a student
loan, a Siena College poll found.

The poll found that 38 percent
of New Yorkers say they have
taken out a federal student loan,
and 54 percent of them have paid
it back in full.

About a quarter of all New
Yorkers ages 18 to 49 still owe: 27
percent of 18-34-year-olds and 23
percent of those ages 35-49.

The poll looked at race in com-
parison to who received a school
loan and who still owes on that
loan. About the same percentage,
37 to 40 percent, of whites,
Blacks and Latinos took out
school loans. But among who still
owes, the differences are stark.

Only 36 percent of white re-
spondents, and 37 percent of
Latinos, said they still owed on a
school loan. But 78 percent of
Blacks respondents still owe on
those loans.

Support for loan forgiveness
was strong among those who had

loans, including those who had
paid them off. Last month, Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced that
he plans to alleviate student
federal loan debt for millions of
Americans. The move stoked both
praise and backlash.

“While 73 percent of those that
still have a balance on their stu-
dent loans support the plan to
cancel some student debt, 63
percent of those that had debt
and have repaid it also support
the plan. Among those that never
borrowed to pay for college, a
plurality, 49 to 38 percent, sup-
port Biden’s plan,” said Siena
College Research Institute Direc-
tor Don Levy.

The poll asked New Yorkers

about their view of the forgive-
ness plan, in which up to $20,000
in student loan debt will be elim-
inated.

Of those polled, 29 percent said
the plan has gone too far, 21 per-
cent said it doesn’t go far enough
and 39 percent said the plan is
the right approach.

They were also asked to react
to two statements: that canceling
some student debt will allow
many Americans to get out from
under the burden of student
loans and that debt relief will
both help them and the economy,
or that canceling student loan
debt will increase inflation and
isn’t fair to those that never had
student loans, or to those that

had loans and already paid them
back.

About a third of those polled
agreed with the statement that
the plan isn’t fair and will in-
crease inflation, while 57 percent
agreed with the positive state-
ment about the plan.

The poll was conducted Aug.
28 to Sept. 1 by random telephone
calls to 403 New York adults
(using both land line and cell-
phone numbers) and 400 re-
sponses drawn from what Siena
College described as a “propri-
etary online panel of New York-
ers.”

▶ Kathleen.Moore@-
timesunion.com

NewYorkers back student relief
Poll: Residents with loans and without
largely support forgiveness of those debts
By Kathleen Moore

ALBANY — Gov. Kathy Hochul lifted the
state’s longstanding mask mandate for pub-
lic transit and in nearly all other locations,
as cases and hospitalizations associated
with COVID-19 continue to remain rela-
tively low.

The state’s mask mandate related to
health care facilities remains in effect due
to the high-risk individuals in those settings,
including nursing homes and assisted-living
facilities, Hochul said. The requirement

covers places regulated by
the state Department of
Health.

“We have to restore some
normalcy to our lives,” Ho-
chul said Wednesday at a
news conference in Manhat-
tan.

The decision, which takes
effect immediately, comes as

a new version of the coronavirus vaccine is
being distributed. The bivalent booster is
tailored to address the omicron variant.
Health experts hope it can blunt what’s
become the annual winter surge in cases of
the virus. Hochul received the vaccine
booster at Wednesday’s news conference.

“We have a lot of confidence (the boost-
er) will provide people a lot more protec-
tion,” state Health Commissioner Dr. Mary
T. Bassett said. She recommended it for
anyone who has gone more than two
months since their most recent booster
shot.

Hochul’s Republican critics have ham-
mered her for continuing a COVID-19 state
of emergency for what they view as far too
long. The emergency declaration can allow
for the procurement of state contracts with-
out competitive bidding, which has led to

condemnation of Hochul from her political
opponents and good-government groups.
The governor has said that the state is fol-
lowing all rules and that the emergency
order, more recently, has remained in place
to allow health care providers, including
EMTs, to have the legal authority to admin-
ister vaccines.

The governor’s office noted that Hochul
recently commented on the possibility of
lifting the state of emergency if the return
to school goes well.

“Let’s just get through the opening of
schools,” Hochul said on Aug. 22. “Let’s just
get through more people coming back to
work after Labor Day and then assess our
numbers at the time.”

The state of emergency is set to expire on
Monday.

Assemblymembers John McDonald and
Patricia Fahy, both Democrats, also led a
handful of other lawmakers in a call to bring
the state’s masking rules into compliance
with the guidance from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.

“The mask mandate on public trans-
portation vehicles is becoming increasingly
difficult to manage and enforce,” McDonald
and Fahy wrote in their letter. “It causes
friction between bus operators and riders.”

The lawmakers explained in their letter

to Hochul that the friction has led to “dis-
putes that turned into difficult situations,”
some of which have become physical and
then involved law enforcement.

“In the interest of consistency, and un-
derstanding that masks are an important
preventive measure against COVID-19, we
believe that encouraging mask usage rather
than mandating it in public transportation
settings is the prudent next step,” the letter
reads.

Last month, the governor rolled out
loosened regulations for the new school
year. Students were no longer required to
wear a mask on a school bus, but if they
were taking public transportation to school,
they would need to wear one.

Now students, like the rest of the public,
will no longer have to wear masks on public
transportation.

Mask requirements on airplanes were
dropped in April following litigation against
the Biden administration.

The requirements in New York no longer
mandate masks in correctional facilities,
detention centers and shelters.

In addition to elder-care facilities, places
licensed by the state Office of Mental
Health and the Office for People With De-
velopmental Disabilities remain covered by
the mask mandate. It also includes addic-

tion centers.
“Let’s respect each other’s choices,”

Hochul said. “You make your own de-
termination, but do not judge your
fellow passenger on what their choices
are.”

Hochul cited her reliance on the data
as informing her decisions. The state
Health Department, in its updated
official masking guidance, said that
cases of COVID-19 are slightly lower
than where they were this time last
year, but that hospitalizations “remain
high” at levels last seen in November,
which just preceded a massive spike
that was attributed to the omicron
variant. The level of current hospitaliza-
tions “continues to be a potential stress
to the health care system.”

Yet the Health Department notes in
its determination that the state and
nation have entered “a new phase of the
pandemic” because of increased access
to information, vaccination, testing and
treatment for the coronavirus. Given
this change, the department said, it is
“modifying this determination to reflect
updated guidance from the CDC.”

Local governments and school dis-
tricts retain the right to issue mask re-
quirements.

Hochul
liftsmask
mandate
for transit
Requirement still in effect for
health care facilities, nursing
homes, other vulnerable places
By Joshua Solomon

HOCHUL

Lori Van Buren / Times Union

A CDTA bus driver motors down State Street in Albany in April 2020. Gov. Kathy Hochul has lifted the state’s mask mandate for public
transit. New York’s COVID-19 state of emergency is set to expire on Monday.
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High  
School Sports

Through the 
Times Union’s 
High School Sports special 
coverage and events, we 
provide unrivaled in-depth 
coverage of all of Section II 
sports regardless of the size 
of the school. ​

In another season impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, Section II athletes persevered. With the return
of state tournaments, many reached their ultimate goals. Here is where we highlight their achievements.

THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2022 A TIMES UNION PUBLICATION

M AY  0 7 , 2 0 2 3    |  

PRESENTED BY

Upstate Traveler

Upstate Traveler serves as a 
conduit through which travel 
and tourism brands can connect 
and collaborate with one 
another and with consumers 
planning their next trip.

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022A TIMES UNION PUBLICATION

Destinations near and... even nearer

Sections
Special

Capital Region Gives 
Made possible by the 
region's philanthropic 
business community, 
Capital Region Gives 
showcases local 
nonprofits and businesses 
who support them.

ShopLocal

The Times Union's ShopLocal 
annual program serves to help 
small and midsized businesses 
have the same opportunity as 
the big box stores drive sales 
during the upcoming holiday 
shopping season.

Salute to Nurses

An annual program that mobilizes 
area hospitals, clinics, schools, and 
patients eager to recognize the 
Capital Region’s best nurses.

2021

PUBLISHING NOVEMBER 21, 2021

ADVERSITY SPARKS 
INNOVATION
IN THE WAKE OF COVID, 
NONPROFITS REEMERGE STRONGER

Best of

The area’s 
leading brand 
for reader-
chosen best 
businesses in the 
Capital Region.

F O R T H E

APRIL 21, 2022

Marking a
quarter century
of local pride
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Our core websites and 
national partnerships 
offer unbeatable reach 
and access. 

Our core websites and 
national partnerships 
offer unbeatable reach 
and access. 

Reach
Digital
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The Times Union Media Group offers both standard ad positions and  
high-profile Rich Media opportunities to bring your message consumers. 

ADVERTORIAL

Meet Dr. J DeMeo, the newest member
of the team at Adirondack Orthodontics

ByAlyssa Seidman

There’s a new orthodontist in
town, and he just so happened to
grow up here. After an impressive
career restoring the smiles of
militarymembers worldwide, Dr.
J DeMeo has returned home to
offer his expertise at Adirondack
Orthodontics.
DeMeowas raised in the Capital

Region, andwas inspired by Dr.
Larry Busino and Dr. George
Kurkowski to become a dentist.
He said the profession appealed
to him since he could utilize his
“scientific knowledge and artistic
skillset to connect with patients
and improve their lives.”

DeMeo holds an undergraduate
degree inmolecular biology from
Cornell University, and a dental
degree from the University of
Pennsylvania. He received an
advanced education in general
dentistry while practicing in
Washington, D.C., and also had the
opportunity to work onmembers
of the armed forces.
“While practicing in the

military, I sawwhat a dramatic
improvement to the bite and smile
could bemadewith orthodontic
treatment,” DeMeo said. “Many
militarymembers had traumatic
injuries during war that required

extensive facial reconstruction,
and it was an inspiration to see the
role that the orthodontist played in
improving their quality of life.”
DeMeowas then accepted into

the highly-selective Tri-Service
Orthodontic Residency Program,
which selects twomembers from
eachmilitary branch to attend
specialty training to become an
orthodontist. Its pupils perform
complex surgical orthodontic cases
on people who have craniofacial
deformities andmalocclusions.
During his residency, DeMeo

practiced at Ramstein Air
Base in Germany, Aviano Air
Base in Italy, San Antonio,
Texas, andHawai’i. He was
trained in cone beam computed
tomography, 3D stereolithic
printing and fabrication, 3D
photography, virtual surgical
planning, accelerated osteogenic
orthodontics, and aligner
technology.
This experience prepared

himwell to work alongside the
doctors and staff at Adirondack
Orthodontics, which employs
some of themost cutting-edge and
innovative practices in the area. It
offers a wide range of orthodontic
services and treatment options,
and is in the top one percent of
Invisalign providers in the country.
DeMeo is currently caring for

patients at the practice’s Clifton
Park and Schenectady locations.
“I decided to practice at

Adirondack Orthodontics because
we have the samemission and
goal: to create sustainable smiles

for our community,” DeMeo said.
“I’m excited to create customized
treatment plans that will allow
me to craft beautiful smiles for as
many people as possible.”
Outside the office, DeMeo serves

his community by volunteering
with organizations like Give Kids
a Smile. He also enjoys hiking,
cooking, skiing, and spending
timewith his wife Lin and their
two sons.
“It is so wonderful to be able to

practice in the area where I grew
up and take care of my community,
which gaveme somuch,” DeMeo
said. “By practicing at Adirondack
Orthodontics, I am crafting smiles
that my family, friends, and
neighbors will greet each other
with, andmake each other’s day a
little bit brighter.”

Adirondack participates with
most local insurances, offers zero-
interest payment plans in house,
extended payment plans, as well
as third-party financing options.
It also has locations in Albany,
Latham, East Greenbush, and
Glens Falls.
For more information or to

schedule a free consultation
with Dr. DeMeo, visit
adirondackorthodontics.com.
The preceding content is a paid

advertisement for Adirondack
Orthodontics.

Credit: Adirondack Orthodontics
After an impressive career restoring the smiles of military members worldwide, Dr. J DeMeo has returned home to offer his
expertise at Adirondack Orthodontics.

DeMeo was raised in the
Capital Region, and was inspired by Dr.
Larry Busino and Dr. George Kurkowski
to become a dentist.

Credit: Adirondack Orthodontics

DeMeo is currently caring for patients
at the practice’s Clifton Park and
Schenectady, pictured, locations.

Credit: Adirondack Orthodontics

DeMeo is currently caring for patients
at the practice’s Clifton Park, pictured,
and Schenectady locations.

Credit: Adirondack Orthodontics

NATIVE ADVERTISING 
Native advertising extends your content distribution and captures 
the attention of your target audience better than traditional, 
leading to increased engagement and conversions. We are experts 
at creating native content that has the same look and feel as our 
editorial content, allowing your custom story to be seamlessly 
integrated across our news site.

DISPLAY ADS  
The Times Union engage IAB  standard and rising star units across 
platforms with optimization for better performance. Includes 
responsive ads to engage higher views across smartphones and 
tablets.

Capabilities
Digital Marketing
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DIGITAL PORTFOLIO
CUSTOM WEBSITES 
We are able to deliver modern, responsive, and custom designed 
websites to meet your business goals. Build your organic web 
presence today with a website designed by our experienced team  
of designers.

SEARCH ENGINE MARKETING (SEM) 
Streamline your promotion with paid search ads based on targeted 
keyword searches, demographics, and pinpoint geographic data with 
national and local search engine marketing services.

SEARCH OPTIMIZED CONTENT (SEO)  
Through Search Engine Optimization (or SEO), improve the volume 
and quality of the traffic that comes to your website from major 
search engines via “organic” (free or natural) results. Available at 
several rate levels to suit your organization's needs.

SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING 
Harness your business's full capacity with a comprehensive and robust 
social media strategy to engage new followers and retain audience 
impressions.

EMAIL MARKETING  
We design and implement content that matches your target audience 
and geographic location.  With a qualified list of email addresses, we 
align a program rooted in your initiative needs through products, 
sales, special offers, and  applicable newsletters to your audience.

Summer isn’t over yet – peaches, tomatoes, ice cream, restaurant updates and more!

From: The Food Life | Times Union (newsletters@mailer.timesunion.com)

To: buck.sarah@yahoo.com

Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 10:01 AM EDT

View in browser

Sep. 6, 2022

Welcome to this edition of The Food Life – a biweekly collection of food,
drink and tips delivered fresh to your inbox every other Tuesday. Was this
email forwarded from a friend? Times Union subscribers can sign up for
The Food Life here.

 

Ignoring the pumpkin spiced latte obsessions flooding social media and
people banging on about end-of-summer like some doomsday news, I’m
flatly not ready to cave in. These last few weeks of summer are the epic
moment when peaches are mindblowingly juicy and fat tomatoes are at
maximum taste. We ended dinner at Once Upon A Table in Stockbridge,
Mass., with a dessert of succulent ripe peaches from Klein Kill Farm
topped in lemon-scented fresh whipped cream. I haven’t stopped ordering
tomato salads whenever the farms are named on the menu, since local
tomatoes have loved the heat and need little more than olive oil and salt.

You don’t have to bail on ice cream stands either, with most remaining
open until October. But here’s my personal tip: Drizzle that vanilla or
chocolate ice cream with extra virgin olive oil and flaky sea salt. I
promise it is a game changer, even if your family finds it odd you keep
EVOO and sea salt in your car. 

And how about this: I thought I was alone in pushing the savory
boundaries of sorbets and ice cream. I love cracked black pepper on
raspberry sorbet, balsamic reduction on vanilla, and there’s no wrong time
to adorn most flavors with torn basil or mint. But with olive oil and salt
acting as your savory foil, are you ready to put tomatoes on your ice
cream?
 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE

Sonder Kingston – Sonder Kingston

As much as things change, they stay the same and with that we’re still
seeing unexpected undulations on the local food scene. I’m thrilled
Sonder is just about ready to open in Kingston, having closed in Hudson
last year. Use my review of the original Sonder as reason to take a drive
to their new location.

Sadly — shockingly, even — Breadfolks Bakery in Hudson has
permanently closed. I’m told by a reliable source it was a “proof of
concept” and, having attained their goals, they’re onto something new.
The mere existence of Breadfolks was enough to convince NYC chef
John DeLucie that he could open and sustain Merchant Social on
Warren Street. After much delay, it has finally opened its doors. Fingers
crossed it stays.
 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

NEWSLETTER SPONSORSHIP  
Own one of the Times Union’s 15 editorially-driven email newsletters 
featuring a wide range of topics with 100% SOV.



14Times Union Media Kit  |  2025

DIGITAL PORTFOLIO

VIDEO CREATION 
At the Times Union Media Group, we empower brands to tell their 
stories through video marketing. We have the capability to create 
engaging videos ranging from quick testimonials, tours, scripted 
commercials, recruitment videos and more.

CONNECTED TV 
Connected TV advertising, or CTV advertising, allows brands to reach 
their audience on smart TVs and OTT devices. We have the capability 
to help to promote video across numerous external platforms to 
ensure maximum video engagement.

YOUTUBE/TRUEVIEW 
Through YouTube Discovery Ads, ads are delivered on YouTube search 
results and the homepage. With YouTube InStream ads, users can 
skip the ad after 5 seconds, but advertiser only pays when customer 
watches for over 30 seconds. Through video messaging, we’ll help 
connect your brand with your target audience.

REPUTATION MANAGEMENT 
Our reputation management consultant is able to view your brand, 
your products and services across the Internet with one tool. We’ll 
help you thank positive reviews, inform customers, and address 
negative reviews. Share your voice and engage with customers to 
create a positive impression of your business.

ADVANCED AUDIENCE TARGETING  
Learn how data-driven results are more effective through customized 
audiences for your media campaign that include location, keyword 
search, browsing behavior, and contextual content. We can customize 
your campaign to the right audience on a network of over 10,000 
sites nationally.
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Where local 
businesses  
go to thrive. 

518.454.5588  |  advertising@timesunion.com 
www.timesunionmediagroup.com


